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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application in view of the 
amendments and remarks to follow are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-1 1 are pending in the present application. Claims 1, 7, 8 and 10 stand 
rejected as allegedly unpatentable over the disclosure of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2002/0195565 to Lecoq and Claims 2-6, 9 and 1 1 are objected to as dependent upon a rejected 
base claim. 

Applicants thankfully acknowledge the Examiner's statement that Claims 2-6, 9 
and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

To expedite prosecution of the present case and without conceding to the merits 
of the rejection raised in the present Office Action, applicants have amended Claims 1 and 10 to 
incorporate the limitation of Claim 3 and further deleted Claim 3 from the present application. 
Applicants have also amended Claim 4 to be dependent on Claim 1 . In addition, applicants have 
added new claims, i.e., Claims 12-16. Claim 12 is an independent claim including all of the 
limitations of original Claims 1 and 2, and Claims 13-16 are dependent on Claim 12. Since 
applicants have merely rewritten the allowable subject matter, these amendments do not 
introduce any new matter into the present application. 
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Thus, in view of the foregoing remarks and amendments, it is firmly believed that 
the present case is in condition for allowance, which action is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Leslie^ Szivos, Pfi.D. 
Registration No. 39,394 



Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser 
400 Garden City Plaza, Suite 300 

) Garden City, New York 1 1 530 

I (516) 742-4343 
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